
   

UK Literacy Facts 

Fast facts 
 At least six million adults are functionally illiterate. 

 One in five adults struggle to read and write. 

Education & Employment 
 

 Children from the poorest homes are almost a year behind middle class 

students by the time they start school. 

 People with poor literacy have the lowest levels of full-time employment 

at age 30. 

 70% of men with poor literacy and numeracy were in manual jobs 

compared to 50% of those who were competent in both. 

 370,000 parents in London struggle with literacy. This means 1 in 5 

mums and dads may not be able to read with their children. 

 A 2011 CBI survey showed 42% of employers are not satisfied with the 

basic use of English by school and college leavers. 

 
 

Global Literacy Facts 

 
Fast facts 

 796 million of the world’s adults lack basic literacy skills 

 67 million primary school age children are not in school 

 74 million secondary school children are not in school 

 Millions more are sitting in classrooms and receiving education of such an 

abysmal quality that it will do little to enhance their life chances 

Why education? 
Education is imperative to tackling poverty. When children have the opportunity 
to learn basic life and literacy skills, economies grow faster and poverty rates 
decline.   

 Each year of primary school increases the wages people earn later in life 

by 5-15% for boys and even more for girls 

 For each additional year of secondary school, an individual's wages 

increase by 15-25% 

 No country has ever achieved continuous and rapid economic growth 

without first having at least 40% of its adults able to read and write 

 


